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Opinions

Everybody has one...

Fireworks and the Fourth

The Fourth of July is one of the most popular holidays. Sum-
mer is in full swing, and we celebrate the Independence Day of the
greatest nation on earth. Everyone will be enjoying the usual sum-
mer activities of camping, swimming, cooking out or just enjoying
time with family and friends. People may also be displaying their
own local fireworks show. Each year, Union County Fire Depart-
ment provides everyone with a few
safety tips for the use of fireworks.

As we have said many times,

Fire Dept.

from Union

safety is always first. Fireworks are County
fun and exciting, but they can also be Fire Chief
very dangerous. The last thing that we David
want is to spend our holiday weekend Dyer

in the emergency room or worse, in a
burn center. According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission (CPSC), in 2023 there were over 9,700 injuries involving
fireworks and eight deaths. People should respect the hazards and
dangers of all fireworks.

Here are a few tips and considerations when using fireworks.
Never allow young children to handle fireworks, and older chil-
dren should only use fireworks under close adult supervision. Use
fireworks outdoors in a clear area away from flammable materials.
Ignite one device at a time and maintain a safe distance after ignit-
ing. Never hold fireworks in your hand, and please do not make
your own fireworks.

The weather this time of the year has been extremely hot
and abnormally dry. Do not utilize fireworks in areas which are
in danger of igniting such as dry grass fields, piled leaves, or dry
woodland areas. It is a good idea to have a water hose or gardening
tools nearby just in case some of the fireworks do cause a brush fire.

Another consideration is the laws that apply to fireworks.
There are too many elements of the law to be explained here. The
laws and ordinances cover things such as the minimum age to pur-
chase fireworks, the time of day/night to ignite fireworks, the loca-
tion, and the distances from certain areas. It is a good practice to
research the laws and to follow them. The laws and ordinances are
designed for the safety and wellbeing of the people. They are also
designed for the consideration of neighbors.

These are just a few things to keep in mind during the holi-
day weekend. Union County Fire Department wants everyone to

See Dyer, page 7A

Fragrance of Life

“I call myself a cultural Christian,” said the outspoken
atheist, Richard Dawkins. “I’m not a believer, but... I sort of
feel at home in the Christian ethos.” There’s a problem, though.
Dawkins would cut the flower of the Christian ethos from its
root of Biblical truth. A cut flower soon loses its fragrance and
dries up. Are we in the West now living in a cut-flower world?

The ethos of Western civili-
zation derives from Judeo-Chris-
tian values. Those who distort
Christianity as irrational, supersti- - 8
tious, or abusive ignore the Biblical r- -\ t}
ideals of equality, dignity, justice, | PWayne %
compassion, forgiveness, reconcil- Fowler Ah
iation, charity, and freedom. These
values grounded the founding of America. In 1835, Alexis de
Tocqueville noticed. “Not until I went into the churches of
America and heard her pulpits flame with righteousness did
I understand the secret of her genius and power,” he wrote.
“America is great because America is good, and if America
ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great.”

From where does such goodness originate? Jesus said,
“No one is good except God alone” (Mark 10:18). Goodness
is part of the aromatic fruit given by the Holy Spirit to form
the believer’s character. It is intrinsically linked to faith, as
Tocqueville observed. Cultural Christians can do good things,
but without faith and an objective definition of goodness, how
long can that last? Soon, personal autonomy replaces respect
for the created order, personal preference replaces morality,
and the fragrance of life blows away.

The fertile ground for planting the American experiment
was the recognition of a Creator who endows the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Remove
that ground, and someone else limits your pursuits, controls
your liberty, and grants you the right to live. America’s found-
ers envisioned government which answers to the people, who
answer to God. Remove God, and the people answer only to
power. That smells to high heaven.

I share Os Guinness’ hope that America is not beyond
the point of no return. “The nation that has grown careless in
defending its rich and distinctive heritage and is now being

AllThings p,
New =~ @

See Fowler, page 7A

Commissioner’s Questions

I couldn’t help but notice that the local trivia contests are
beginning again as we move through the Spring season and into
the Summer. The next couple of weeks I will provide some basic
trivia about Union County and the surrounding area. These are
questions that have been asked at different points in time, but I am
grouping them together for this Q & A. I hope you will find it as
interesting as I do.

Q. How many voting pre- Q&A -
cincts do we have in Union County? frocm Urtlion (
ounty -

A.We have 11 voting precincts.
The precincts are scattered across the
county — ensuring that everyone has
local access. They are Ivy Log, Doo-
ly, Gum Log, Blairsville, Pat Col-
well, Trackrock, Coosa, Jones Creek, Owl Town, Choestoe, and
Suches. Union County residents are assigned to a voting precinct
according to the address of their place of residence. Are you reg-
istered to vote in Union County? Voter registration may be made
in the registrars’ office, at any public library, at the Department of
Drivers Services, and other locations. Residents may also print
and mail an application or apply online through the Georgia On-
line Voter Registration System.

Q. I’ve seen a few cemeteries in Blairsville and some as-
sociated with churches. How many cemeteries do we have in
Union County?

A. According to our Geographic Information Systems Pro-
fessionals, there are 116 cemeteries in Union County. Some are
associated with churches, but some are older family cemeteries.
Interest in cemeteries increased more recently with the curiosity
associated with genealogy — tracking ancestry. Historians, archae-
ologists, stone conservators, planners, preservationists, and others
frequently visit Blairsville’s cemeteries as they investigate and re-
cord the lineage of some of those buried here.

Q. What is the status on cell towers? Sometimes I have
good cell service and sometimes I can’t get any kind of signal.

A. There are 13 cell towers in Union County. According
to Verizon, the quality of cell service can be impacted for several
reasons:

1. Network Connections. Large numbers of users in densely
populated areas can take up a great deal of cell tower service.

Commissioner |

Lamar
Pancs

See Paris, page 7A

Letters to the Editor

Extremist Reply
Dear Editor,

Mr. Mason listed what the sheriff’s de-
partment has done, all of which should be done.
However, the issues that came up during the
campaign have not been addressed under your
watch.

The candidates in the campaign listed
multiple problems with the sheriff’s department
in this county that, to date, have not been ad-
dressed.

Your officers should have been vetted for
past criminal activity. But instead, you came out
and actively supported a person with a criminal
background to run for sheriff.

See Lausier, page 7A
[ ]

Rebuttals
Dear Editor,

Have you ever read Op/Eds and thought to
yourself, “Man, the people who feel this way had
better calm down or they’re gonna have a stroke or
heart attack?” Well, I've read a couple these past
few weeks. Two “passionate” writers, one of which
has a history of disliking our Congressman An-
drew Clyde and one new arrival to our fair county,
wrote in and went off on Mr. Clyde. What could
Mr. Clyde have possibly done to deserve such ire?

The writer of the June 12 Op/Ed “Divisive
& Dishonest” says that Mr. Clyde 1. Blames Presi-
dent Biden/Democrats/The Left/Liberals for liter-
ally every problem, issue and situation on Earth. So

See Rains, page 7A
[ ]

Responsible Constitutionalism

Dear Editor,

For all the political theater and blaming
the other side, whatever that might be, have you
ever considered that the root problem in this
country is us? You and every person in this Con-
stitutional Republic are the ones totally at fault.
It’s not the politicians or the appointed personnel
or any of the illegal bureaus that they’ve created.
Have any of you really studied our Constitu-
tion? Not many probably! Do you realize it’s the
highest law in the land? Our Founding Fathers
stipulated in big bold letters that We The People
have been endowed with the DUTY to enforce

See Richardson, page 7A
[ ]

Financial Outlook
Dear Editor,

Well it’s official and you probably missed
it... we (the U.S.) are in even deeper do do. Sig-
nificant financial upheaval is likely ahead for the
world as Saudi Arabia has decided to NOT re-
new its 80-year petrodollar deal with the United
States. Part of the deal required the U.S. to pro-
tect Saudi Arabia, but today our military strength
is so weak, they’ve decided they don’t need us.

The deal, which expired on June 9, was a
cornerstone of the United States’ global econom-
ic dominance. Now Saudi Arabia can sell oil and
other goods in multiple currencies, including the
Chinese RMB, Euros, Yen and Yuan, instead of
exclusively in U.S. dollars... the “Reserve Cur-
rency.” Other countries were already doing this,
but now, many more will do the same.

No longer will countries have to buy our
worthless ($35 trillion in debt) dollars so they
can buy oil, the lifeblood of the world... do you

See Bell, page 7A
°

Thank You, Mickey

Dear Editor,

I'read the North Georgia News each week.
[t’s a great small-town paper. Other than praying
over the newborn babies and pets in a shelter for
responsible owners to make a home for them, I
enjoy Mickey Cummings’ columns. They are al-
ways heartwarming, funny and sometimes hilar-
ious. So I would like to say thank you, Mickey,
[ really appreciate your stories. Some of them
take me back to my much younger days. Great

Self-Esteem in Friendship I1

An individual who has a healthy self-es-
teem does not have to prove himself or herself to
anyone. In fact, it is not unusual for such a per-
son to make a constructive difference in the lives
of those with low self-esteem. The individual
with the high self-esteem usually has no prob-
lem accepting peo-

ple the way they| Successful
are with uncondi-| Mental
tional acceptance. Health
In turn, they are| Dk James %
the ones who help | Ray Aobarner B
others gain greater PH.D. o

confidence and can
lead them in a positive direction to success and
greater happiness. As a result, the high self-es-
teem person has no qualms about developing a
loving and respectful friendship with those who
are emotionally hurting. The ones with a good
self-esteem feel at ease communicating with oth-
ers because they have confidence in themselves
with what they are saying. They can help the oth-
er person focus on what can be done to enhance
one’s poor self-esteem.

The vital thing is that the healthy person
values and accepts others to the point of not try-
ing to change them. This is not the responsibility
of a healthy friend. There are ways of improving
one’s self-esteem, and a professional therapist
can be the means of doing so. The goal in the
friendship needs to be helping the low-esteem

See Ashurst, page 7A

Celebrating Life

Last week marked the second anniversary
of the victorious Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization decision.

On June 24th, 2022, the U.S. Supreme
Court’s landmark Dobbs ruling rightfully over-
turned Roe v. Wade, saving countless innocent
lives. In doing so, the

Supreme Court fi- | United States
nally dismantled the Congressman
nearly five decades- )
long unconstitution- | Representative
al justification of the | Andrew Clyde
murder of millions

of innocent babies.

In the face of immense national pressure
and radical pro-abortion mobs, Justices Samuel
Alito, Clarence Thomas, Neil Gorsuch, Brett
Kavanaugh, and Amy Coney Barrett stood firm
in their decision to repeal Roe. I commend these
Justices for their unwavering commitment to
both their sound judicial philosophy and the U.S.
Constitution.

Since Dobbs, we’ve gained tremendous

Rough as a Cob

For many years I have heard the term
“rough as a cob” and knew the meaning in my
mind. However, to be sure of this meaning, you
must experience the cob firsthand. My father’s
two cousins from Chicago came for a visit in
1952. Harold and Johnny were good boys. But,

they were naive
and gullible. For| Around
example, they were | The Farm

fearful of using an
outhouse, and the
boys could not un- | Piekey
derstand why their | Cummcinge
Southern cous-

ins did not have indoor plumbing. Dad and his
brother Bud seized upon the opportunity.

Harold and Johnny enjoyed eating, and
Granny enjoyed cooking. The boys had eaten
big meals for three consecutive days, but, the
two young men refused to go to the outhouse.
But, the third night of their visit, Granny pre-
pared a meal of fried pork chops, collard greens,
pinto beans and cornbread. Dad and his brother
Bud knew what was coming and removed all the
paper from the outhouse which was exchanged
with red and white corn cobs. Dad and his
brother had explained to their cousins that poor
country folks always used the cobs since they
couldn’t afford paper.

Early the fourth morning the boys went
to the barn for early chores before breakfast.
As Johnny bent over to retrieve eggs in the hen
house a look of concern appeared on his face.
At the same time Harold had just begun milk-
ing the cow. Both boys took off running at the
same time. Harold beat Johnny to the outhouse,
so, the latter paced outside while Harold did his
business. Dad and Bud crept over to the corn crib
which was close enough to the outhouse to allow
them to listen to their cousins.

Later Harold told his mother all about the
outhouse and the corn cobs. All Dad remembers
is the fact that there was lots of groaning and
hollering coming from the outhouse. Harold told
his Mom, “Those cobs sure were rough.” When
Harold came from out of the outhouse he told
his younger brother that he should avoid the out-
house at all costs. Johnny made it halfway back
to the henhouse before he turned and ran back to
the outhouse. Once again lots of groaning and
even a little swearing came from the inside of the
old building. Upon exiting the outhouse Johnny
said, “Is there anything rougher than a cob?”

However, some things are easy, like tell-
ing people thank you for their contributions and
hard work. Back on the first Saturday of June,
“Beef Day” was celebrated at the Union Coun-
ty Farmers Market. The Blue Ridge Mountain
Soil and Water Conservation District and the

Chamber of Commerce

This may sound like a repeat of last week’s
column, but we want to be sure you don’t miss
this year’s July 4th Red, White & Blairsville fire-
works display. The fireworks will be at Meeks
Park again this year, and the actual fireworks
show will begin at dusk, normally from 9:20
to 9:35 p.m. Area

churches and orga- BIaJrs_viIIe F -
nizations will have | nu:n

fun activities at the oun'y

u ¢ Chamber
Sorghum Field, and President -

I have heard there g
may be some bar- Steve Rowe

beque and fixin’s

that you won’t soon forget. Parking is on a first-
come basis, and many people come early to set
up their tents, cornhole, and grills for a day of fun
with family and friends. There will be reserved
parking around the upper ballfields and pool area
at Meeks Park, and we have reserved a few spots
across the highway for our nursing home resi-
dents, healthcare workers, and first responders.
but you can come early and find that perfect spot
in the shade to view the show. The pavilions will
be available so bring that picnic lunch and make

See Chamber, page 7A

New Agriculture Laws

The Georgia legislature passed a number
of laws this year that affect agriculture. I will at-
tempt to discuss some of them here. Please keep
in mind that my discussion of these new laws is
aimed at educating people on what is happening.
I’m not going to wade into a discussion of what
is right or wrong.

Also, don’t take | @UGA
my discussion of |~ wweeem
these laws as legal | Watching
advice. If you have |andWorking
further questions re- | facoé
garding these laws | WWellcame

it would be best to
consult an attorney or contact your representa-
tive in the legislature.

HB 1172 relates to property rights and the
access that the public has to streams. This has
been a particularly thorny issue that the legisla-
ture is attempting to navigate. The last couple of
years have seen some lawsuits and a rushed bill
from the previous legislative cycle to attempt to
clarify the law. This bill has been a continuation
of that. Essentially, this law makes it so that the
public is allowed to pass through, hunt, and fish
on waters that are navigable. In the past it could
have been considered trespassing if you were
fishing or kayaking down a stream that you did
not own. Usually, in Georgia property owner-
ship extends to the center of the stream. This law
makes it so that the public can hunt, fish, or pass
through a stream that is navigable. So, what is
navigable and what is nonnavigable? Everyone
has an opinion on that. The House has created a
committee (HR 1554) to do a study on that topic
this year. The hope is that HB 1172 and HR 1554
will be able to create clarification in this argu-
ment that is trying to balance property rights and
public access. HB 1172 does not grant an indi-
vidual the right to trespass through private prop-
erty to gain access to a navigable stream. They
would need to put in at a place with public access
or property owner’s permission.

SB 420 regards the foreign acquisition
of farmland in Georgia. It prohibits a person or
entity who is not a legal resident or American
citizen from purchasing farmland, if they are
considered an agent of a nation that is a foreign
adversary. The goal of this law is to keep farm-
land in the possession of Georgia farmers, there-
by protecting our domestic food supply. It also
similarly restricts the purchasing of land within
a 25-mile radius of a military installation, unless
that land is residential. This bill is in response to
concerns over China’s acquisition of farmland
across the USA. Several other states have en-
acted similar bills.

SB 340 has added DEF (diesel exhaust
fluid) to the list of products that farmers can

job, sir. ground in the fight for life. Currently, 24 states | Union County Farmers Market cooperated to | purchase with a GATE (Georgia Agriculture
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Paris... continued from Page 6A

2. Physical Barriers.
Mountains and buildings can
obstruct the delivery of service
in specific areas.

3. Seasonal Changes.
Weather can obstruct cell ser-
vice delivery.

4. Building materials.
Various building materials or
designs can block some cell
service. This is why some base-
ments cannot get service.

5. Antennae Direction.
Companies point the antennas
towards the most densely pop-
ulated areas. If you suddenly
lose coverage in a specific area,
a tower may have been recently
changed to point in a different
direction.

Q. How can you de-
fine or illustrate what Union
County looks like with re-
gards to property found
within the county limits?

A. This is a very inter-
esting question because we
have much data about land use.
As of the beginning of 2024,
there were 20,087 addresses
registered with the 911 sys-
tem. These addresses are cat-
egorized into 9 Land Districts.
There are 24,192 land parcels.
Of that, 210,558.94 acres are
found in Union County, and
73207 acres are within the
Blairsville City Limits. There
are also currently 534 subdi-

visions in Union County. This
information is followed closely
by the Union County Geo-
graphic Information Systems
personnel.

Q. Because we are a ru-
ral area, I sometimes worry
about how the Fire Depart-
ment can get water to us in
an emergency situation. Can
you talk about that?

A. First, let me say that
our data shows there are 1035
fire hydrants throughout most
of Union County — an increase
of 49 hydrants over the past
couple of years. In areas that
do not have a fire hydrant, the
fire department uses a water
shuttle. This is made possible
by the fire trucks and tankers
that respond to a fire. Most
fire trucks carry 1,000 gallons
of water and the tankers carry
2,000 gallons. The initial re-
sponse to any structure fire
will be at least two engines
and three tankers for a total of
8,000 gallons of water. The fire
department then shuttles water
from the nearest water source
such as a fire hydrant to the fire
scene.

The fire trucks and tank-
ers used to fight fire and shut-
tle the water were purchased
through donations to the vol-
unteer fire stations and through
SPLOST funds.

Rains... continued from Page 6A

what’s your point? I went back to
several issues of the North Geor-
gia News to see just what could
have set them off, and every-
thing I saw that was written by
Mr. Clyde was accurate. When
President Trump was in office
in 2016, Russia didn’t attack
Ukraine. That being said, Russia
did attack and take The Crimea
from Ukraine back in 2014 when
Barack Obama was in office and
then attacked The Ukraine again
once Joe Biden was sworn into
office. Iran’s proxies, such as
Hamas, hadn’t been attacking Is-
rael because Iran didn’t have any
spare money to give their prox-
ies until Joe Biden gave them
$6 billion, and then BOOM,
Hamas attacked Israel on Oct.
7, 2023. The Left and Liberals
control most if not all the major
universities. That, oddly enough,
is where you see all the civil un-
rest and antisemitism that’s been
happening lately in our country
coming from. Biden has failed
to stand up to China. Let’s not
forget how much money Biden’s
son Hunter got from a Chinese
private equity fund, BHR Part-
ners. BHR is backed by some of
China’s largest state banks and
by their local governments, ac-
cording to U.S. media. China is
emboldened by such a relation-
ship and continues to threaten
Taiwan. Biden has cut off sales
of U.S. liquid natural gas to Eu-
rope, forcing Europe to look to
Russia for that commodity. So as
far as the world goes, yes, Biden,
and since Biden is a Democrat,
The Democrats are to blame for
quite a few of our world’s cur-
rent situations.

2. Writer of the June 12
Op/Ed says that Mr. Clyde cal-
lously and knowingly spreads
repeatedly debunked and dis-
proven lies. I'd like to know
what those were, but the writer
didn’t elaborate and, as I stated
earlier, when I looked at the
back issues of the paper I found
no such “lies.” Everything I saw
that Mr. Clyde had said was spot
on.

3. Writer of June 12 Op/
Ed says Mr. Clyde continues
his blind, irrational and absurd
fealty to Donald Trump. I don’t
think so. Donald Trump is a
former U.S. president and is Re-
publican nominee for president
in 2024. Why would a conserva-
tive with a firsthand knowledge
of what’s at stake in this election
and what’s going on around this
country and world NOT sup-
port him? For that matter, a case
could be made that you, writer,
blindly support Joe Biden after
all the mistakes he’s made dur-
ing his current administration,
such as inflation, which in a
report by The Bureau of Labor
Statistics is up overall 19.3%.
All food inflation up 21.2%. All
shelter inflation up 21.4%. Auto
insurance inflation up 51.5%.
And electricity inflation up
29.3%.

Some would say that after
seeing those numbers and expe-
riencing it firsthand, your blind
obedience to Joe Biden borders
on the absurd.

4. The writer says that
Mr. Clyde addresses absolutely
nothing happening in or for the
benefit of District 9 or the state
of Georgia. Dear writer: NOTH-
ING in this country happens
in a vacuum. What happens in
other places sooner or later will
happen here. Therefore I say
to you that by taking on and
pointing out the failures of the
Biden Administration, inflation,
energy policy, illegal immigra-
tion and so forth that will affect
us directly, Mr. Clyde is doing
EXACTLY what we sent him to
Washington to do.

Now let’s address some
of the things said by the Op/Ed

writer who is a new arrival to our
fair county. First of all, Welcome
Writer. Secondly, this writer
wrote in on June 19 and pretty
much parroted what the writer
from June 12 said about Con-
gressman Clyde but went a step
further in my opinion by calling
their Op/Ed “Enough Already.”
By entitling their Op/Ed that, it
would appear that they believe
people such as myself and others
who think differently than they
do are nothing more than petu-
lant children with no valid views
or observations, and that they
(Liberals) are the only “adults”
in the room with the proper per-
spective on what’s happening in
our county and country and that
we should just be quiet and lis-
ten to what they say and do what
they tell us to do. That person
spoke of how well the country
is doing economically by touting
the success of the stock market.
The stock market is NOT the
economy, but I'm glad that they
have enough money to invest
in the stock market since most
of us are just trying to afford
fuel and groceries whose prices
have risen continually since Joe
Biden took office. See the infla-
tion data I provided earlier in
this piece. The Op/Ed writer of
June 19 further writes that they
wouldn’t patronize a business
that openly supports former
President Trump. Hmm, that
seems really Petty & Divisive to
me. I don’t care who the owners
of a business support politically.
If I need their services and they
can get the job I need done, I’ll
use them.

Here’s the sad truth
about Liberals. They destroy an
area with their policies. Most
of which defy common sense.
Then when they themselves
feel threatened by the results of
their own policies, they move to
an area that is far safer than the
one they left. We’ve seen that
firsthand since the pandemic.
It would be fine if they left it at
that, but they don’t. They contin-
ue to promote and support those
same destructive policies by vot-
ing for them in the place they
have just moved to. THAT’S
how you destroy a country piece
by piece. One would think that,
seeing firsthand what their poli-
cies have done to the places from
which they came, they wouldn’t
vote for them again, but they do.
That’s called Einstein’s defini-
tion of insanity, which states:
Doing the same thing over and
over again and expecting a dif-
ferent outcome.

Joe Biden spent the en-
tire 2020 campaign telling us he
would bring the country together
by governing from the middle
and being a president for all of
us in the U.S. Then from day one
of his administration continu-
ing until today, he has governed
from the Far Left, pandering
only to people of his own party
and those who support his poli-
cies 100%. In my opinion, you
can’t get any more Divisive &
Dishonest than THAT.

Claude Rains Jr.

Ashurst...

continued from Page 6A

person grow inwardly, which
in turn changes the outward
person. It isn’t a fast process
because the poor self-esteem
individual has to muster up the
courage and fortitude to enact
the changes. But the friend
is there to encourage and to
guide. It becomes a privilege,
an honor, in which to help
someone else. Such is based on
a loving friendship.

A true friend never gets in
your way unless you happen
to be going down.
(Arnold Glasgow)

Cummings... continued from Page 6A

host this event. Sponsors for
the event included the follow-
ing: Chestatee-Chattahoochee
RC&D, Nelson’s Tractor, the
Blue Ridge Mountain Cattle-
man’s Association, Brasstown
Beef, Ivy Log Meat Processing
and Osborn Farms. Brasstown
Beef, Ivy Log Meat Processing
and Osborn Farms donated all
the beef to make the hamburg-
ers, and all the beef was locally
raised and processed. Also, In-
gles, Walmart and Food Land
donated items to the event.
Nearly 30 partnering
agencies attended the event to
share knowledge about beef
production and natural resource
conservation. Approximately
500 hamburgers were provided
to the public, and 5,000 people
attended the event. As a result
and on behalf of the Blue Ridge
Mountain Soil and Water Con-
servation District, I would like
to thank our sponsors, vendors
and the public for coming out

Bell...

continued from Page 6A

really think the Green New
Deal will save us from using
0il? If you think inflation and
interest rates are high now, we
haven’t seen anything, not even
the Jimmy Carter 18% years.
Since 1800, 51 out of 52
countries who have reached
130% Debt-to-GDP ratio have
defaulted. Japan is the 1, and
its people saved it because they
were not in debt like many
in the U.S. It’s taken 30-plus
years for their stock market to
get back to where it was. We
were at 100% of GDP in 2013,
and now 123%... doubt we’ll
be the second to not default,
as our unfunded liabilities are
estimated at $100-plus trillion.
If you have a variable-
rate mortgage, you need to con-
vert it to a fixed rate, even at
the current higher rates. A 20%
credit card rate means you're
paying double for what you
bought every 3.6 years. Un-
fortunately, this will look good
compared to what’s coming.
I'm sorry it’s not IF this will
happen — it’s how soon.
Dick Bell

Lausier..
continued from Page 6A

He was charged with
felonies but pleaded down to
misdemeanors in a plea deal.
Many people found that palat-
able — OH GOSH, just a misde-
meanor! I heard that during the
campaign. I also heard plenty
of problems that the candidates
discussed that should be ad-
dressed in this county but have
not been.

So yes, this is a good ole
boy network, and this past elec-
tion and the problems within
the department proved this.

I pointed out the basic
facts and issues, and the evi-
dence stands for itself.

Eva Lausier

Williams...

continued from Page 6A

Tax Exemption) card. Posses-
sion of a GATE card removes
the sales tax from a purchase.
You must meet some mini-
mum agricultural standards to
qualify for a GATE card, such
as producing an agricultural
commodity.

HB 827 increases the
penalty for theft of livestock.
The possible prison sentence
was raised from two to 15 years
and a potential fine of $10,000.

SB 494 is called the
Georgia Hemp Farming Act. In
2018 the Farm Bill made hemp
a legal crop in all 50 states
again. Many states scrambled
to enact laws to regulate hemp
production as required by the
federal government. SB 494 is
a further refinement of that so
that Georgia has a more func-
tional law regulating hemp and
its production and usage.

SB 436 expands the def-
inition of “farm use vehicle” so
that more farm equipment can
legally be driven on any high-
way. This excludes interstates.

I wrote this column with
help from the Georgia Farm
Bureau News Vol. 86 No. 2 ar-
ticle by Adam Belflower.

Bell Ringing Union
County Old Courthouse

B -

July 10, 2024
In memory of
William T. Meeks, Sr.
on the anniversary
of his death
By Ginger and Terry Meeks

Bell ringing information
at 706-745-5493

to Beef Day at the Union Coun-
ty Farmers Market.

Finally, I need to pro-
mote another event coming
up at the Old Union County
Courthouse located on the
square in Blairsville. The
Union County Historical Soci-
ety will host a celebration for
the 125th anniversary of the
Old Union County Courthouse.
The present structure was built
in 1899. So, on July 13, 2024,
we will host a celebration for
the Courthouse. Beginning at
11:30 a.m., volunteers of the
Historical Society will begin
serving BBQ cooked by Clay-
ton Reeves on the Courthouse
lawn. A tent will be erected on
the lawn and you can eat under
the tent until 1 p.m. At this time
we will begin telling the story
of the courthouse burning and
being rebuilt. Jack Lance will
tell the story, after which La-
mar Paris will relate to us the
story of how his mother, Edith
Paris, led the efforts to save the
Courthouse from demolition in
the 1980s. Then Bud Akins will
talk about life in the Old Court-
house during the 1950s and
1960s. Tickets for the event
are $12 and can be obtained
at River City Bank, the Blairs-
ville Restaurant or the Union
County Historical Society. We
would love to have you join us!

Dyer..

continued from Page 6A

have an enjoyable holiday, but
we also want them to be safe.
Have a great Independence
Day!!!

Union County Fire De-
partment ~Our Family Protect-
ing Your Family~

Chamber...

continued from Page 6A

a day of it. Chamber staff and
volunteers will sell raffle tick-
ets throughout the park, and the
winner will be announced be-
fore the fireworks begin. This
year’s winner will take home a
HUGE prize package of local
experiences for making special
memories here in the moun-
tains, valued at over $2,900.
Tickets are $10, and you don’t
have to be present to win.

Load up your friends and
family and help us celebrate
our nation’s independence and
continue a community tradition
of the Red, White & Blairsville
July 4th fireworks display. Life
is Better in Blairsville.

Clyde continued from Page 6A

have laws defending life at 15
weeks or sooner, with 20 states
— including Georgia — pro-
tecting unborn babies with a
heartbeat.

Up in Washington, I re-
main resolute in the fight to
safeguard the sanctity of life.
Last year, I led nearly 90 of my
House Republican colleagues
in reintroducing the Protect the
UNBORN (Undo the Negli-
gent Biden Orders Right Now)
Act to prohibit the implemen-
tation of and funding for Presi-
dent Biden’s pro-abortion ex-
ecutive orders.

Additionally, I've co-
sponsored numerous pieces of
pro-life legislation, including:

The Protecting Life and

Taxpayers Act: This common-
sense bill ensures your hard-
earned tax dollars do not fund
the evils of abortion.

The Life at Conception
Act: This legislation declares
what most Americans believe
and what science has known all
along — that human life begins
at conception.

The Protecting Life and
Integrity in Research Act: This
bill restricts the Department of
Health and Human Services
from conducting or supporting
human fetal tissue research.

Please know that I re-
main an unapologetic champi-
on of life in Congress. After all,
our first and most fundamental
right is the right to LIFE!

Fowler... continued from Page 6A

transformed beyond recogni-
tion,” he writes, “is that nation
that could still be renewed if
only it awakens to reality and
chooses wisely.” 1 pray for
Americans to stop cutting the
flower from the root and be
renewed by faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. This is not just
about the future of America,
but about happiness and qual-
ity of life for you, both now

and in eternity.

God “manifests through
us the sweet aroma of the
knowledge of Him in every
place. For we are a fragrance
of Christ to God among those
who are being saved and
among those who are perish-
ing” (2 Cor. 2:14-15). May
your fellow Americans detect
the fragrance of life in you!
www.mountainchristian.net

RiChardS()n... continued from Page 6A

the Constitution. This is some-
thing that our elected officials
have forgotten and most of us
never knew. We are the boss
and sovereign and they are the
employee and servants. They
think in terms of just the op-
posite. This is true at all levels
including school boards, city,
county, state, and of course
federal. For 160 years none of
our forefathers even knew they
were supposed to be perform-
ing this responsibility, therefore
that’s why many of us never
knew.

If you are unhappy with
the trajectory our country is
going, blame no one but our-
selves. The point is that we
have miserably failed at doing
our duty in what was given to
us. We have never taken the
responsibility, but instead have
relied on our elected officials
to do the work for us. Well that
didn’t turn out very well, did
it! That’s not the way it’s sup-
posed to work, and when you
get those so-called elected, or
now days selected, officials into
that 10 square mile hellhole
called Washington D.C., they
suddenly become easy pick-

ings by controlling billionaires,
massive size corporations and
lobbyists. Regardless of how
good and honest many start out,
it doesn’t take long for them
to become greedy and power
hungry. The same goes for lo-
cal and state, just on a different
landscape. I'm not putting the
finger on any one person or of-
fice because occasionally you
will find honesty and integrity,
but just trying to make a point
that “We The People” have to
take control of our destiny. It’s
not so much about us, but it’s
for the generations to come.

If you are interested and
truly concerned about finding
what is probably the best so-
lution to our problems, spent
about $10 at Amazon and order
“The Great We-Set” book by
David M. Zuniga and read just
the first 102 pages. It’s an eye-
opener that might just change
your focus. It’s time for us to
take charge of our responsi-
bilities. It’s time for a change
if only 1% will come forward
to roll up their sleeves and take
the responsibility endowed to
us, We The People.

George Richardson
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